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Houses with a common interest in particular issues.The views expressed in this report are those of the group.
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Maps of Beeching cuts in ‘left
behind’ neighbourhoods
Many ‘left behind’ neighbourhoods suffered a
severe decline in railway services as a result of
the Beeching cuts to railway lines and stations
after the 1960s. The following maps illustrate the
differences between the rail network prior to the
Beeching cuts and what remains today.
Images produced by Erica Belcher with data
available from the Office for National Statistics
and Network Rail and pre-1960 rail mapping
data provided by Richard Fairhurst.
These maps form part of the data collected
for the fifth evidence session of the AllParty Parliamentary Group for ‘left behind’
neighbourhoods held on 22nd January 2021
which explored the impact of poor connectivity
on the 225 ‘left behind’ neighbourhoods across
England.
This document accompanies the APPG report
Connecting communities: improving transport to
get ‘left behind’ neighbourhoods back on track.
Local Trust is registered in England and Wales,
charity number 1147511, company number
07833396.
localtrust.org.uk
This work is licensed under the Creative
Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike
4.0 International License. To view a copy of
this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/
licenses/by-ncsa/4.0/

About the All-Party Parliamentary
Group for ‘left behind’
neighbourhoods
The All-Party Parliamentary Group for ‘left behind’
neighbourhoods is a cross party group of MPs
and Peers. It is committed to improving social
and economic outcomes for residents living
in ‘left behind’ neighbourhoods, through the
development and advocacy of neighbourhood
initiatives and policies.
appg-leftbehindneighbourhoods.org.uk
@appgleftbehind

About Local Trust
Local Trust is a place-based funder supporting
communities to transform and improve their
lives and the places where they live. We believe
there is a need to put more power, resources and
decision-making into the hands of local people.
Our aims are to demonstrate the value of long
term, unconditional, resident-led funding through
our work supporting local communities to make
their areas better places to live, and to draw
on the learning from our work to promote a wider
transformation in the way policy makers, funders
and others engage with communities and place.
localtrust.org.uk
@LocalTrust

About Campaign for Better
Transport
Campaign for Better Transport is a registered
charity working across England and Wales.
Campaign for Better Transport's vision is for all
communities to have access to high quality,
sustainable transport that meets their needs,
improves quality of life and protects the
environment.
bettertransport.org.uk
@CBTransport
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‘Left behind’ neighbourhoods and the Community Needs Index
The term ‘left behind’ became commonplace in political debate in the run up to the
2019 General Election, as parties sought to highlight the challenges of places that had
suffered not just from economic disadvantage but also a wider neglect in terms of public
investment and opportunities for the people who live there. Whilst there is no formal
definition, the term was often applied to former industrial towns and cities and some
coastal communities.
In 2019, Local Trust commissioned research from Oxford Consultants for Social Inclusion
(OCSI) to seek to explore how data might help identify and understand the challenges of
such areas, and support the development of policy responses. This work sought to map
three different aspects of social infrastructure:
• civic assets – spaces and places for communities to meet, green space and
recreational opportunities
• community engagement; civic participation – number of registered charities, voter
turn-out etc
• physical and digital connectivity; travel times to key services, car ownership,
broadband speeds, one person households.
OCSI used these characteristics to create a new Community Needs Index (CNI).
Overlaying the worst 10 per cent of areas on the CNI on top of the 10 per cent of the most
deprived areas in the country according to the Index of Multiple Deprivation highlighted
206 wards which were notable for being both highly deprived and lacking in the social
infrastructure to support local people to address those challenges (Local Trust, 2019).
These areas tended to experience significantly poorer social and economic outcomes
across a number of key indicators than other similarly deprived areas.
The report suggested that these wards might be classified as the most ‘left behind’ in the
country. In an update of this research published in July 2020 for the APPG, 225 wards now
fall into the category ‘left behind’.
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